URBAN ECOLOGY, WS 2011/12                                                             K.Fedra

Urban Ecology 2011/12:  Perceptions and believes.
Respondent:
(optional ...)

	Age
	Biological:
	Academic:

	Sex
	Male:
	Female:

	Major in:
	

	Interests
	

	Country
	


Instructions:

Please provide the basic description above, questionnaires will be treated anonymously.
· Main topic: please indicate your main field of study.
· Interests: Please indicate any areas of specific (academic) interest
Please circle the field best corresponding with your agreement or disagreement with the statement above it; the colours and numbers in the fields are interpreted as follows:
	1
	I completely agree:         YES !

	2
	I largely agree:                well, yes

	3
	I somewhat agree:          yes, BUT …..

	4
	Indifferent, no opinion:     don’t know, not applicable

	5
	I somewhat disagree:      no, but ….. 

	6
	I largely disagree:            NO, however …..

	7
	I completely disagree:      absolutely NO !


This is not a test; there are no right or wrong answers; we are interested in attitudes, so please do provide your first reactions. 
If you are not sure or consider the question too ambiguous, please use:  4 (indifferent, no opinion, not applicable)

1. I prefer living in a big, lively city (center) to any suburban or rural location.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


2. Urban agglomerations together with intensive agriculture to feed them are the very basis of technological societies.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


3. Life expectancy in very large cities is generally lower due to public health impacts of environmental pollution and high levels of stress.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


4. Dense urban structure and highrise buildings help to reduce the per capita energy demand of a city.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


5. Urban transportation is a major problem in all large agglomerations.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


6. Planned cities offer a significantly higher quality of living (including space for individual transportation, i.e., private cars) than historically grown cities.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


7. The most attractive cities are of medium size, with a historical center, churches, palaces, gardens  and a castle.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


8. Economic opportunities (jobs) are the single most important attractor driving urbanization world wide.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


9. Global population growth and urbanization are inseparably linked.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


10. Land use (at the expense of “nature”) is the major environmental impact of urbanization, drastically reducing biodiversity.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


11. Architecture and city planning must increasingly consider environmental and energy issues to keep cities attractive and sustainable.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


12. Climate change will make many of todays  mega-cities unsustainable, especially in equatorial regions and the Southern hemisphere.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


13. For a family with children a detached house with garden is preferable to any inner city apartment.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


14. A good public transportation system is the most effective way to reduce the use of individual cars and thus congestions and urban air pollution.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


15. Building CO2 neutral cities is technically and economically feasible – today.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


16. The maintenance of urban infrastructure can easily cost more than 25% of the GRP of a city. Ageing infrastructure is a growing problem.
17. Fuel cell based and electric cars will not only improve urban air quality, they will also reduce dependency on fossil fuels, oil and gas.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


18. Advances in IT (Information Technology) will make cities (concentration of physically reachable services) obsolete - one of these days.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


19. Life expectancy in very large cities is generally higher due to better medical services, ambulance-time-to-hospital, density of general practitioners, etc..

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


20.  Increasing resource efficiency (energy, water, materials) is the key to
       sustainable (mega) cities.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


21. Even if we run out of oil and gas in a few decades, technological innovation will solve the energy problem well in time.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


22. Just upgrading public ligthing in a city can reduce its electricity bills an easy 25% or more ! 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


23.  Climate Change and city climate: a temperature increase of more than 4-5  degree C will make most larger cities, even in Austria unsustainable.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


24.  An increase in fuel prices of 25 % or more will have a marked effect on the use of private cars in cities and for commuting into cities.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


25. Land is limited, populations (and income) keep growing, so competition for space keeps growing and  the price of real estate can only go up.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


26. Population growth and continuing urbanization make “densifying” cities a necessary strategy to conserve valueable space but also energy.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


27. In fifty years, the idea of several private cars with internal combustion engines burning oil in an urban household will appear absurd, if not criminal.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7


